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                English - Creative Writing - Paper 11 - Check List

Writing Plan and 
Sequencing Comment Check

Your writing must be well-structured 

and make sense.

Planning will improve your writing

significantly, so make sure you take 

time to plan effectively:

Beginning: 

Does your opening statement tell us 

the name of the restaurant, its 

location, and give us basic details 

of the cuisine type? Does it give us 

some context, such as whether this is 

the first restaurant of its type? Does 

it offer your opinion of the 

experience? Does the first sentence 

hook the reader?

Planning is effective and includes

rhetorical techniques to use.

The opening statement tells us the name 

of the restaurant, its location, and gives us 

basic details of the cuisine type (vegan). We 

have context – London’s first vegan pub.

✓

Middle: 

This is where you develop your 

restaurant review with detailed

information regarding food and

atmosphere.

Have you written at least two

paragraphs, providing engaging and

vivid details that bring the food and

atmosphere in the restaurant to life?

Have you continued to offer your 

opinion and the opinions of those in 

your dining group?

Vivid and engaging details describe the 

atmosphere (gastro pub) and food (vegan 

Mexican). Sensory description brings the 

scene to life. Personal opinions and the 

opinions of those in the dining group are

offered.

✓

End: 

Have you suggested any areas of

improvement, if there are any?

Have you told the reader the prices, 

and evaluated the value for money?

Have you felt with a final evaluation 

and recommendation?

Areas of improvement (portion size)

are mentioned.

Value for money is covered.

A final evaluation is given.

✓
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Writing Structure Comment Check
Have you written at least 3-4 

paragraphs?

Is your writing organised into

paragraphs which explore different

aspects of the restaurant, such as 

the food and atmosphere?

Clear paragraphing has used throughout 

the writing.

Four paragraphs describe different aspects 

of the restaurant such as food and 

atmosphere.

✓

✓

Does your final paragraph sum up 

the review?

The final paragraph offers a neat and pithy

explanation. ✓
Have you used a range of different

paragraph lengths?

The first and last paragraphs (introductory 

and conclusion) are shorter for effect. ✓
Have you ensured that paragraphs

link together and refer back to one

another?

Paragraphs neatly link and connect, for

example the linksbetween 2 & 3. ✓
Have you used an engaging first 

line to hook the reader, and ended 

in a memorable way?

An image of vibrant Hoxton hooks the 

reader. An engaging final evaluation plus

varied sentence lengths provide a 

memorable end.

✓

-2-

Sentence Structure Comment Check
Have you used a range of sentence

types: short for impact, long to give

further information?

I’m in heaven. The Spread Eagle is a stylish, 

21 st century establishment, which weds the 

best of traditional British pub culture with 

the best of modern ethical dining. It’s well 

worth a visit.

✓

Have you started some sentences in

a variety of ways, such as with 

nouns or adverbs?

Aesthetically

If ✓
Have you included a variety of

connectives to link your ideas?

Indeed

furthermore ✓
Have you included a variety of

openers?

As

Aesthetically ✓
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Sentence Structure Comment Check
Have you used a triplet of 

adjectives, or a triplet of clauses? 

“Unloved, rejected and 

abandoned…”

friendly, knowledgeable and efficient,

✓

Have you used powerful verbs and

adjectives to ensure your point is

strongly made?

fleshy

zealous

vibrant

resonate

✓

Have you used formal tone and 

some passive sentences?

Indeed, the cuisine – provided by Club

Mexicana – happily caters to those more

comfortable with consuming meat.

✓
Have you used a full range of 

sophisticated punctuation 

accurately and for specific impact?

. , ! ? - : ; ( ) “

Aesthetically, The Spread Eagle is your

typical gastro-pub: an airy, wood-panelled

room painted in shades of blue and

copper, with mix-and- match furniture

organised around a central bar.

✓

Have you punctuated sentences 

correctly to avoid comma splicing?

“I was terrified, I needed to run!”  X

“I was terrified; I needed to run!”  ✓

Correctly punctuated sentences avoid 

comma splicing throughout.

✓
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Vocabulary: Comment Check

Have you used persuasive words 

and phrases?

The experience is well worth paying for

The Spread Eagle is a stylish, 21 st century 

establishment, which weds the best of 

traditional British pub culture with the best 

of modern ethical dining. It’s well worth a 

visit.

✓

Have you used a range of 

evaluative words and phrases?

The portions are slightly on the small side, 

but it would be possible to eat for £20 plus 

drinks and service, which is fairly standard

by London pricing. which serves up such

exquisite delights as vegan fish-finger

sandwiches with tartare sauce

✓

Have you used the most 

sophisticated words you know in 

order to accurately describe this 

restaurant?

Aesthetically, The Spread Eagle is your 

typical gastro-pub: an airy, wood-panelled 

room painted in shades of blue and copper,

with mix-and-match furniture organised 

around a central bar

✓

Have you used a range of 

connectives to link my points? 

(alternatively, contrastingly, firstly…)

Furthermore

Indeed

Although

✓
Have you used specialist 

vocabulary to describe the 

restaurant and the food?

gastro-pub cuisine plant-based diet boozer

omnivore pico de gallo salsa mojo de ajo 

sauce

✓
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Language Techniques: Comment Check

Five Senses:

Have you included sensory 

description, what you can hear, 

taste, touch and smell?

The sound of happy chatter and tinkling 

plates served with fresh, flavourful pico

de gallo salsa and a strong, citrus-garlic hit 

of mojo de ajo sauce, have the exact fleshy 

consistency of pulled pork.

✓

Have you zoomed in on specific 

details? “The neon light flickered 

and buzzed…”

Which serves up such exquisite delights as 

vegan fish-finger sandwiches with tartare 

sauce and deep-fried “cheeze” balls.
✓

Figurative Language: Comment Check

Have you used emotive language to

encourage your reader to 

sympathise with your point of view?

I was thrilled to hear about this new

opening – and even more thrilled by the

warm and welcoming boozer I discovered 

on arrival.

✓

Have you used alliteration or 

sibilance?

first fully

fresh, flavourful

✓
Have you used relevant, interesting 

similes?

have the exact fleshy consistency of pulled 

pork ✓
Have you developed engaging and

appropriate metaphors?

I’m in heaven

weds the best of traditional…
✓

Have you used described the food 

in detail?

The omnivores I dine with assure me that 

the jackfruit tacos, served with fresh, 

flavourful pico de gallo salsa and a strong, 

citrus-garlic hit of mojo de ajo sauce, have 

the exact fleshy consistency of pulled pork.

✓

Have you included onomatopoeia? tinkling ✓
Have you used Exaggeration? I’m in heaven ✓
Have you included declarative 

sentences (statements of fact/

assertion) to sound trustworthy?

the experience is well worth paying for.

✓
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Figurative Language : Comment Check

Have you used complex technical 

language and a formal tone to 

provide evidence for your point of 

view?

gastro pub

✓

Have you used rhetorical 

questions?

If creating dishes that resemble meat gets 

people eating vegan, what’s the problem? ✓
Have you occasionally referenced 

your own opinion in order to 

enforce your point?

I was thrilled

I’m in heaven

I’m fine with it

✓
Have you used direct address 

(addressing the reader as ‘you’) to 

create a sense of togetherness with 

your readers?

is your typical gastro-pub

✓

Have you used an assertive tone to 

convince your reader?

It’s well worth a visit ✓
Have you imagined what the 

experience of other diners might 

be like as well as offering your own 

opinion?

I can imagine meat-eaters breathing a sigh 

of relief upon entry, realising they will not be 

forced to eat chia seeds or tofu in this 

establishment.

✓

Have you used repetition for effect? I was thrilled to hear about this new 

opening – and even more thrilled by the 

warm and welcoming boozer
✓

Have you occasionally used an 

informal tone to engage your 

reader?

I’m fine with it

✓
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Spelling and Grammar Comment Check

Have you ensured that both simple 

and complex words are spelt 

accurately?

Simple and complex words are spelt

accurately. ✓
Have you used the correct tense: 

past, present or future?

The past tense is correctly used throughout. ✓
Have you used a formal tone,

occasionally sharing your personal

opinion on the issue?

A formal tone is maintained throughout,

except for occasional moments of 

informality that are well suited to the genre.

✓
Have you expressed your ideas 

clearly by using correct grammar, 

punctuation, and spellings, and do 

they make sense?

Correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling 

is used throughout. ✓
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