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HDFK�VKHHW�RI�OLQHG�SDSHU�\RX�XVH�IRU�6HFWLRQ�%��
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Parson’s Pleasure – Roald Dahl 
(Opening of short story) 
 

1 MR BOGGIS WAS DRIVING the car slowly, leaning back comfortably in the seat with 
one elbow resting on the sill of the open window.  
How beautiful the countryside, he thought; how pleasant to see a sign or two of summer 
once again.  
The primroses especially. And the hawthorn.  

6 The hawthorn was exploding white and pink and red along the hedges and the  
primroses were growing underneath in little clumps, and it was beautiful. 
He took one hand off the wheel and lit himself a cigarette. The best thing now, he told 
himself, would be to make for the top of Brill Hill. He could see it about half a mile 
ahead. And that must be the village of Brill, that cluster of cottages among the trees  

11 right on the very summit.  
Excellent. 
Not many of his Sunday sections had a nice elevation like that to work from. 
He drove up the hill and stopped the car just short of the summit on the outskirts of the 
village. Then he got out and looked around. 

16  Down below, the countryside was spread out before him like a huge green carpet. He 
could see for miles. 
It was perfect.  
He took a pad and pencil from his pocket, leaned against the back of the car, and 
allowed his practised eye to travel slowly over the landscape.  

21 He could see one medium farmhouse over on the right, back in the fields, with a track 
leading to it from the road. There was another larger one beyond it. There was a house 
surrounded by tall elms that looked as though it might be a Queen Anne, and there 
were two likely farms away over on the left. Five places in all. 
That was about the lot in this direction. 

26 Mr Boggis drew a rough sketch on his pad showing the position of each so that he'd be 
able to find them easily when he was down below, then he got back into the car and  
drove up through the village to the other side of the hill.  
From there he spotted six more possibles - five farms and one big white Georgian 
house. He studied the Georgian house through his binoculars. It had a clean prosperous  

31 look, and the garden was well ordered. That was a pity.  
He ruled it out immediately.  
There was no point in calling on the prosperous. 



SECTION A: Reading (30 mins) 
 

For questions 1-9, write your answer in the box. DO NOT use full sentences. Make your 
answers as short as possible, using exact words from the text if you can. 

 
e.g.  Q: Who is driving the car at the beginning of the extract? 
 A: Mr. Boggis 
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�
For questions 10-12, CIRCLE the correct answer. 
 

�
��� :KDW�ZRUG�LV�FORVHVW�LQ�PHDQLQJ�WR�WKH�ZRUG�¶6WXGLHG·��DV�LW�LV�XVHG�LQ�OLQH���"��

�
a. examined 

b. ignored 

c. noticed 

�
��� &RPSOHWH�WKLV�VHQWHQFH�ZLWK�WKH�most accurate�VWDWHPHQW��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH��

�
The house mentioned in lines 23-24... 
 

a. is a royal residence. 

b. was built during the reign of Queen Anne. 

c. is called ‘Queen Anne’s House’ 

�
��� :K\�GRHV�KH�GHFLGH�127�WR�FDOO�RQ�WKH�KRXVH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VWRU\"�

�
a. Because he is tired. 

b. Because the owners look too rich. 

c. Because the house is Georgian. 

�

�
��� 3LFN�WKH�most accurate�VWDWHPHQW��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH��

a. It’s unclear why Boggis has come to the countryside. 

b. Boggis has come to visit friends. 

c. Boggis is a painter. 

 
REASON: 
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�
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
�

TURN OVER 

For questions 13-15, first circle the correct answer, and then write a short paragraph in the 
box to explain how you came to this answer. You SHOULD use full sentences. 
�
e.g. 3LFN�WKH�most accurate�VWDWHPHQW��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH��

a. Mr Boggis is driving along a motorway. 

b. Mr Boggis has a fast car. 

c. Mr Boggis is not in a hurry. 
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REASON: I think Mr Boggis is not in a hurry because we are told that he ‘was driving the car 
slowly’. There is no evidence in the writing that his car is fast. The passage seems very 
calm, and so I don’t think he is on a motorway. 



�

��� 3LFN�WKH�most accurate�VWDWHPHQW��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH��

a. Boggis is here for fun. 

b. Boggis has some kind of job to do. 

c. Boggis is a policeman. 
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REASON: 
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
�
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
 
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
 
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
 

��� 3LFN�WKH�most accurate�VWDWHPHQW��EDVHG�RQ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH��

a. Boggis likes to help people. 

b. Boggis is a little bit sinister. 

c. Boggis likes to have a good time. 
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6HFWLRQ�%��UHDG�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�ZKLFK�IROORZ�YHU\�FDUHIXOO\��

 
 
 

SECTION B: Writing (30 mins) 

REASON:  
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
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BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
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Use A4 lined paper for your answer. MAKE SURE you write your name and candidate number at 
the top. 
�
&KRRVH�MXVW�ONE RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�WRSLFV�DQG�ZULWH�DERXW�LW�DV�LQWHUHVWLQJO\�DQG�FDUHIXOO\�DV�\RX�FDQ��
0DNH�VXUH�\RXU�VSHOOLQJ�DQG�SXQFWXDWLRQ�DUH�DV�DFFXUDWH�DV�SRVVLEOH��
�
Either 
 

�� ,PDJLQH�WKDW�0U��%RJJLV�KDV�FKRVHQ�D�KRXVH�WR�YLVLW��DQG�KDV�GULYHQ�WKHUH��:ULWH�DERXW�
ZKDW�KDSSHQV�QH[W��

OR 
�

�� 'HVFULEH�D�SODFH�WKDW�\RX�SDUWLFXODUO\�OLNH��DQG�H[SODLQ�ZK\�LW�PHDQV�VR�PXFK�WR�\RX��
OR 
�

�� :ULWH�D�VWRU\�DERXW�H[SORUDWLRQ��


